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About the Practice Test Scoring Guides 
The Smarter Balanced ELA Practice Test Scoring Guides provide details about the items, student 
response types, correct responses, and related scoring considerations for the Smarter Balanced 
Practice Test items. The items selected for the Practice Test are designed to reflect 

• a broad coverage of claims and targets. 

• a range of student response types. 

• a breadth of difficulty levels across the items. 

It is important to note that all student response types are not fully represented on every practice test, 
but a distribution can be observed across all the practice tests. The items presented are reflective of 
refinements and adjustments to language based on pilot test results and expert recommendations 
from both content and accessibility perspectives. 

Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information1: 

• Claim:  statement derived from evidence about college and career readiness 

• Target: statement that bridges the content standards and the assessment evidence that 
support the claim 

• Depth of Knowledge (DOK): measure of complexity considering the student’s cognitive 
process in response to an item. There are four DOK levels, a 4 being the highest level.  

• Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts/Literacy: the primary standard(s) 
assessed by an item  

• Evidence Statement: a statement that explains what a student will be able to do in response 
to an item in order to provide evidence he or she has met the standard(s). These statements 
serve as a guide for item writers to ensure alignment to the CCSS standard(s) and targets.  

• Static presentation of the item: static presentation of item from test administration system 

• Static presentation of student response field(s): static presentation of response field from 
test administration system 

• Answer key: expected student response or example response from score point value 

• Rubric and a sample student response for each score point for short answer items: score 
point representations for student responses 

The following items are representative of the kinds of items that students can expect to experience 
when taking the Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) portion of the summative assessment for grade 4. A 
separate document is available that provides a sample performance task and scoring guide for this 
grade level. 

1 Most of these terms (Claim, Target, DOK, Evidence Statement, etc.) are further explained in various other 
Smarter Balanced documents as well as the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and 
Literacy. Refer to the Smarter Balanced Content Standards and Item Specifications for English Language Arts 
and Literacy for more information.  

https://www.smarterbalanced.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/ELA_Content_Specs.pdf
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Read the passage and answer questions 1–9. 

A Rainy Day at the Farmer's Market 

I heard the honking of the horn as my dad's truck pulled into the 
driveway. Immediately, I knew it was time to stop playing catch with 
my dog. My grandmother called, "Matthew! Your dad is home. Please 
come help him!" 

I was disappointed. It was a cloudy Saturday, and I thought we would 
be able to skip the Farmer's Market. I had hoped to do what I wanted 
today, but no such luck. 

"Matthew!" Grandmother called again. 

"I'll be right there!" I yelled. 

"Please get the big umbrellas from the basement," Grandmother said. 
"It looks like it's going to rain." 

I still had to put on some shoes. I decided to wear my cowboy boots, 
but I couldn't find them. I looked in the front closet, upstairs, and by 
the back door. I could've worn my sneakers, but I really wanted to 
wear my boots. I knew that if I didn't hurry, everyone was going to be 
upset with me. Reluctantly, I put on my sneakers and went outside. 

By then there were only a few crates of produce that needed to be 
loaded onto the truck. 

"I could have used your help, son," said Dad. "Kayla helped me load all 
of this produce into the truck." 

I knew he wasn't happy with me, and I felt bad that my sister Kayla 
had helped instead of me. I started to explain how I wanted to wear 
my boots, but couldn't find them. Then I realized how selfish I 
sounded. 

Grandmother came outside, and I helped her carry a box of fresh 
baked goods. Once we were all in the truck, Dad drove toward town. 
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The Farmer's Market was located in a parking lot behind the town 
square. 

Dad stopped the truck at the main entrance to check in. "Good 
morning, Bill," Dad said to the attendant. "What's the weather 
prediction?" 

"It's not looking good," said Bill. He directed us to where we should 
park our truck. 

Dad drove the truck toward our parking space, and then carefully 
backed in. We set up our table with fruits and vegetables on one side 
and baked goods on the other. Grandmother's homemade pies and 
cookies made my mouth water. 

"We'd better put up the umbrellas in case it rains," said Dad. 

I gulped. I realized I had forgotten the umbrellas. Dad, Grandma, and 
Kayla looked at me expectantly. 

"I'll be right back!" I yelled, and took off running before anyone had a 
chance to say anything. 

I knew that my friend Jose and his family were supposed to be at the 
market, so I searched for them, keeping my fingers crossed that it 
didn't start to rain. I ran past tables of flowers, fruits, vegetables, and 
even homemade soaps and hand-knitted sweaters, but I could not find 
Jose. 

Exhausted, I continued searching through the rows of tables. I reached 
the last row with growing concern. If it rained, our truck would get 
soaked, and so would my family. 

Finally I saw Jose. I ran over and almost collapsed.

"Is everything all right, Matthew?" asked Jose's mom. 

I gasped for air as I explained how I forgot our umbrellas. I asked if 
they had any extras we could borrow. 

"Of course! Jose, please help Matthew," said Jose's mom. 
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Then it happened: a drop of rain hit my face! 

Jose and I quickly pulled out two large umbrellas from the family's 
truck. Jose helped me carry the big umbrellas back to our space. We 
had to go slowly, being careful not to bump into anyone. The market 
had opened for business, and it was already crowded. 

We arrived just in time. As we opened the umbrellas, the few drops of 
rain began to turn into a steady drizzle. Dad smiled and nodded, 
seemingly pleased that I had solved the problem on my own. After we 
set up the umbrellas, Jose hurried back to his family. Luckily the rain 
didn't stop the crowds. But the rain sure taught me a lesson that day. 



Grade 4 ELA 

Smarter Balanced Grade 4 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 6 

Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#1 4 1 1 2 RL.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify text evidence (explicit details and/or implicit information) to support a given 
inference or conclusion based on the text. 

Key: B, D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#2 4 1 2 3 RL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine a theme or main idea of a text. 
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Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 A response: 
• Gives sufficient evidence of the ability to determine the 

lesson/theme/author’s message/main idea, or to 
summarize what happens after or during a key event 

• Includes specific examples/details that make clear 
reference to the text 

• Adequately explains the lesson/theme/author’s 
message/main idea or summary with clearly relevant 
information based on the text 

Matthew learned it is not good 
to be selfish. In the passage it 
says that "I could've worn my 
sneakers, but I really wanted to 
wear my boots." Well he was 
doing all this stuff for herself 
she had forgotten to get the 
umbrellas and she didn't help 
at all with geting all the produce 
into the truck. It says that he 
felt bad that his sister had 
helped instead of him. It also 
says that "I started to explain 
how I wanted to wear my boots, 
but I couldent find them. Then I 
realized how selfish I sounded." 

1 A response: 
• Gives limited evidence of the ability to determine the 

lesson/theme/ author’s message/main idea, or to 
summarize what happens after or during a key event 

• Includes vague/limited examples/details that make 
reference to the text 

• Explains the lesson/theme/ author’s message/main idea or 
summary with vague/limited information based on the text 

Matthew learns that you 
shouldn't forget to do things for 
other people. For example, 
when Matthew was looking for 
his cowboy boots, he forgot to 
get the umbrellas. 

0 A response: 
• Gives no evidence of the ability to determine the 

lesson/theme/message/main idea, or to summarize what 
happens after or during a key event 

OR 
• Gives the lesson/theme/author’s message/main idea or 

summary, but includes no examples or no examples/details 
that make reference to the text 

OR 
• Gives the lesson/theme/author’s message/main idea or 

summary, but includes no explanation or no relevant 
information from the text 

He learned that to remember 
things more often. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#3 4 1 3 2 RL.4 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine the meaning of a word or phrase based on its context in a literary text. 

Key: no such luck 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#4 4 1 3 2 RL.4 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine the meaning of a word or phrase based on its context in a literary text. 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option.  
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#5 4 1 4 3 RL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will make an inference about a literary text or texts and identify details within the text or texts 
that support that inference

Key: Part A: D

Part B: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option for Part A and the correct option for Part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#6 4 1 2 2 RL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine key ideas and events in a text. 
 

Key: A 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#7 4 1 5 3 RL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze the relationships among literary elements (dialogue, setting, conflict, character 
actions/interactions, point of view) within one text. 
 

Key: A 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#8 4 1 6 3 RL.5 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze or interpret why the author structured elements within the text in a certain manner 
and the impact of that structure on meaning. 
 

Key: C, D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#9 4 1 6 3 RL.5 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze or interpret why the author structured elements within the text in a certain manner 
and the impact of that structure on meaning. 

Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Read the passage and answer questions 10–15. 

Dances with Animals   
by Ellen R. Braaf 

A honey bee returns to the hive. Sticky pollen clings to her body. 
Nectar fills her honey sac. She’s found apple blossoms in a distant 
orchard. How does she tell other worker bees about this new food 
source? She dances! 

Unlike humans, animals don't have words to help them communicate. 
They can't say “Hey! Look what I found,” or “Keep away! This is my 
spot,” or “Want to go steady?” Yet, animals communicate all the time. 
They send out signals—messages others receive and understand using 
their senses of smell, taste, touch, hearing, and sight. 

Animals with good vision “talk” to each other with their bodies. They 
use patterns of movements to share information, to defend themselves 
or their territories, and to attract mates. Nature designs their steps, 
and they dance as if their lives depended on it. Often, they do. 

Language of Bees 

Most communication takes place among members of the same species. 
In dark beehives, honeycombed walls become waxy dance floors. Like 
a rock star swarmed by adoring fans, a bee returning from the apple 
orchard begins her dance. Other workers follow her as she moves 
forward in a straight line. She vibrates her wings and wags her body 
side to side very quickly—13 to 15 times a second. Then she turns to 
one side, circles back, and begins the waggle run again. When she 
finishes, she circles around—this time in the opposite direction—and 
repeats her steps. The dance may go on for hours. 

As she traces a figure 8 on the dance floor, the follower bees touch her 
with their antennae. They sense the odors of apple blossom nectar and 
pollen clinging to her body. These workers also detect the scent she 
used to mark the distant flowers. A flight plan is coded in her 
movements. The length of the waggle run tells workers how far the 
flowers are from the hive. Its angle tells them how to get there. 
Because bees steer by the sun, the dancer links her directions to its 
position in the sky. 
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However, the position of the sun in the sky keeps changing. If the 
waggle dance lasts for hours, how do bees leaving the hive long after 
the dance has begun find their targets? Amazingly, they do. The 
waggling bee adjusts her dance to account for the sun's movement. 

Keep Away! 

“This is my spot!” Not all animals cooperate the way honey bees do. 
Most compete for food, territory, and mates. Fights take time and 
energy. Rivals risk injury and death, weakening the group as a whole. 
So some animals dance instead, using movements to make 
themselves look larger, stronger, and quicker than their competition. 
“Don’t mess with me,” they say. 

Red Fish, Blue Fish 

Most fish settle conflicts over territory without fighting. But Siamese 
fighting fish, also known as bettas, are little fish with a big mean 
streak. Brightly colored bettas in pet stores have been specially bred 
for their beautiful veil-like fins. In the wild, they live in rice paddies in 
Southeast Asia. 

If threatened, male Siamese fighting fish switch back and forth 
between face-to-face and side-to-side positions. Facing each other, 
they flare out flaps of skin on their necks and extend their fins. This 
makes them seem twice their size. Side-to-side, they flicker their fins 
and beat the water with their tails. Tail beating gets faster and faster 
until one male backs down. The loser lowers his fins and puts his tail 
down. His bright red, blue, or purple body color fades to a dull hue. 
Defeated, he swims away. 

Whether it is to communicate where to find something or to tell 
someone to “steer clear,” animal dances can tell us a lot! 

“Dances with Animals” by Ellen R. Braaf, from Ask magazine. 
Copyright © 2009 by Carus Publishing. Reprinted by permission of the 
publisher. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#10 4 1 8 2 RI.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify text evidence to support a given conclusion based on the text. 

Key: Fights take time and energy.; Rivals risk injury and death, weakening the group as a whole. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options.  
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#11 4 1 9 2 RI.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine key details in a text to complete a summary. 

Key: His bright red, blue, or purple body color fades to a dull hue. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#12 4 1 10 2 RI.4 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine the meaning of a word based on its context in an informational text. 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#13 4 1 11 3 RI.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will make an inference about an informational text and identify details within the text that 
support that inference. 



Grade 4 ELA 

Smarter Balanced Grade 4 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 22 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 A response: 
• Gives sufficient evidence of the ability to make a clear 

inference/conclusion 
• Includes specific examples/details that make clear 

reference to the text 
• Adequately explains inference/conclusion with clearly 

relevant information based on the text 

One inference I can make 
about the authors opinion of 
bees is that he really likes 
them and likes to learn about 
them. Also, I know he likes 
bees because he know's there 
language and that they dance 
by talking including the fact 
that the bees dance can go on 
for many hours and they wont 
get tierd. Also, not many 
people now how to speek bee 
but he does. So I think the 
author really likes bees 
because of every thing he 
wrote about them including the 
fact that bees can 
communicate to each other by 
dancing ,smelling, touching, 
hearing, and seeing. 
 

1 A response: 
• Gives limited evidence of the ability to make an 

inference/conclusion 
• Includes vague/limited examples/details that make 

reference to the text 
• Explains inference/conclusion with vague/limited 

information based on the text 

An inference that can me 
made about the authpr's 
opinion of bees is interested. I 
think the author is interested 
about bees because in the 
section language of bees it 
says " Like a rock star 
swarmed by adoring fans, a 
bee returning from the apple 
orchard begins her dance." 

0 A response: 
• Gives no evidence of the ability to make an 

inference/conclusion 
OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion but includes no examples or 

no examples/details that make reference to the text 
OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion but includes no explanation 

or relevant information from the text 

that bees dance and fight to 
communicate about food and 
mates 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#14 4 1 9 2 RI.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine key details to support a summary of a text. 

Key: D, F 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 



Grade 4 ELA 

Smarter Balanced Grade 4 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 24 

Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#15 4 1 12 3 RI.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze the interaction between elements within a text. 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#16 4 2 1bE 2 W.3b 

Evidence Statement 

The student will revise narrative texts by identifying descriptive details and sensory language that convey 
events/experiences. 

Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 



Grade 4 ELA 

Smarter Balanced Grade 4 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 26 

Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#17 4 2 3bO 2 W.2c 

Evidence Statement 

The student will revise informational/explanatory text by identifying improved organizational elements such 
as using transition words and phrases to link ideas. 

Key: A, D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#18 4 2-W 1aO 3 W.3a 

Evidence Statement 

The student will use information provided in a stimulus to write organized narratives that engage and orient 
the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  
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Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 A response: 
• Provides an adequate opening or introduction to the 

narrative that may establish setting and/or point of view,* 
set up the action to come, establish the mood/tone,** 
and/or introduce the narrator and/or other characters for 
audience and purpose 

• Adequately connects to or sets up the body of the narrative 

As everyone came in, they 
found a note on the board and 
the teacher’s chair empty! 
Jaime read the note on the 
board and said ‘ ‘We are going 
to have a substitute’ ‘,she said. 
Just then the door opened and 
closed with a slam.’ ‘Good 
morning everyone, I am Mrs. 
Upchurch. 

1 A response: 
• Provides an opening or introduction to the narrative that 

may partially establish setting and/or point of view,* or 
partially set up the action to come, partially establish the 
mood/tone,** and/or partially introduce the narrator 
and/or other characters 

• Provides a limited and/or awkward connection to the body 
of the narrative 

I am Mrs. Upchurch your sub 
because your normal teacher is 
out sick. Why don’t we go over 
the rules first so we will all be in 
working order. 

0 A response: 
• Provides a minimal opening or introduction to the narrative 

that may fail to establish setting and/or point of view,* 
and/or fail to set up the action to come, fail to establish the 
mood/tone,** and/or fail to introduce the narrator and/or 
other characters 

• Provides no connection to the body of the narrative 

There was a girl name Landon 
she is going to make a story for 
her class about the substitute. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#19 4 2 8 1 W.3d, L.3a  

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify and use the best grade-appropriate and domain-specific vocabulary words to inform 
or explain to audience. 

Key: there, thing 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#20 4 2 9 1 L.2b, L.2c 

Evidence Statement 

The student will apply or edit the use of commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations 
from a text. 

Key: A 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#21 4 2 9 1 L.2a 

Evidence Statement 

The student will apply or edit the use of capitalization in a text.

Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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The Telephone Is Born 

Listen to the presentation. Then answer questions 22–24.

Excerpt from Alexander Graham Bell: Inventor of the Telephone by 
Editors of Time for Kids with John Micklos, Jr. Copyright © 2006 by 
Time Inc. Reused with permission of Time Inc.  
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#22 4 3 4 3 SL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation. 

Key: Part A: D 

Part B: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option for Part A and the correct option in Part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#23 4 3 4 1 SL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will draw and/or support a conclusion based on content in a presentation. 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#24 4 3 4 2 SL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify the use of supporting evidence in a presentation. 

Key: D, E 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the two correct options. 



Grade 4 ELA 

Smarter Balanced Grade 4 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 36 

Balloon Wranglers 

Listen to the presentation. Then answer questions 25–27. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#25 4 3 4 3 SL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will draw and/or support a conclusion based on content in a presentation. 

Key: Part A: B 

Part B: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option for Part A and the correct option for Part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#26 4 3 4 2 SL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will draw and/or support a conclusion based on content in a presentation. 

Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#27 4 3 4 1 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify, summarize, or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a 
presentation. 

Key: Balloons: Famous Characters, Long and Tall 

Parade: Funny Clowns, Colorful Floats 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct four options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#28 4 4 3 2 W.8 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze digital and print sources in order to locate relevant information to support research. 

Key: D, F 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the two correct options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#29 4 4 2 2 W.8 

 

Evidence Statement 

The student will interpret information from a text source to support a given purpose related to research 
tasks. 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#30 4 4 4 2 W.9a 

Evidence Statement 

The student will select evidence to support opinions based on evidence collected and analyzed. 

Key: D, F 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the two correct options. 




